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1 . This international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by the International Bureau on behalf of the 
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 bis.\{a). 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter!) instead. 

3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
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Basis of the report 
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Box No. 
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Priority 
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Box No. 


01 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 
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Box No. 


IV 


Lack of unity of invention 
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Box No. 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Box No. 


VI 


Certain documents cited 
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Box No. 


VTl 


Certain defects in the international application 
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Box No. 


VT1I 


Certain observations on the international application 



4. The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules AAhis. 3(c) and 93bis.\ but 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 2.3(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 
dale (Rule AAbis .2). 
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I. This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43/j>/.y.l(a)(i» with regard to novelty, inventive slep or industrial 
applicability: citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority ( "1PEA") except that this does not apply where the applicant chooses an Authority other 
than this one to be the I PEA and the chosen 1PJ3A has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66 lZ>/.s(h) that written opinions of 
this International Searching Authority will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is. as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the I PEA. the applicant is invited to submit lo the I PEA a 
written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of mailing of Form 
PC T/IS A/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/IS A/220. 
X For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
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International application No. 

PCT7 JP2005/012221 



Box Nik I 



Basis of this opinion 



I With regard lo the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the inlernaiion.il application in the language in w hich il was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I 1 This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

. which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 

Rule J 2.? and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. ty|>e of material 

| | a sequence listing 

[ | tablet s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

| | in written format 
| j in computer readable form 
i\ time of filing/furnishing 

| contained in the international application as filed. 
| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| [ furnished subsequently lo this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. | | In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or tablets) relating thereto has been filed or 

furnished. the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical lo thai in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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International application No. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43)>is.i(a)(i) with regard lo novelty, 
dial ions and explanations supporting- such statement 


inventive step or industrial applicability: 


J. St ale me nt 






N«vel.y(N. Claims 1-18 




YES 


Claims 




NO 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 
Claims 



1-18 



YES 
NO 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Chums 
Claims 



1-18 



YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

Document J : JP, 8-275300, A (Yamaha Corp.). 18 October, 1996 (J 8.10.96), Full text; Figs. 1-4, & 
US, 5680464, A 

Document 2: JP. 2000-505266, A (AT & T LAB ORATOR UES / RESEARCH), 25 April, 2000 
(25.04.00), Full text; Figs. 1-3, & WO, 1998/03036, Al 

Document 3: JP, 2000-295698, A (Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd.), 20 October, 2000 
(20.10.00), Full text; Figs. 1-9 (Family: none) 

Document 4: JP, 2002-229598, A (Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd.), 16 August. 2002 
(16.08.02), Full text; Figs. 1-12 (Family: none) 

In "an audio signal encoding device in which a source sound signal for each of plural 
channels is encoded into mixed signal information representing overall features of the said source 
sound signal and auxiliary information representing a feature quantity based on the relation between 
the individual source sound signals", 

the technique of "(1 ) calculating the feature quantity based on the source sound signal, (2) 
determining an encoding method depending on the arrangement relations between individual 
reproduction positions, indicated by the channel information representing the reproduction position 
viewed from the listener of the sound of each channel, and (3) encoding the said feature quantity 
using the encoding method determined earlier" is neither described in any of the documents cited in 
the 1SR nor obvious to a person skilled in the art. 
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